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if this were permitted, all that the money lender needed to
do to make himself safe was to allow a period during which
the loan was gratuitous: but this period could be made very
short, and the lender was not likely to make loans except to
those who were not likely to pay on the nominal settling
day. Yet it is interesting to notice the care the lender takes
to make the borrower renounce any protection he might
receive from the canon law and from ecclesiastical courts.
The terminology of the agreement is still a little obscure : it
is not quite clear whether the payment of one mark for ten
every two months is the only obligation of the borrower,
beside the repayment of the capital; but it is probable that
is the meaning, and the repetition of the words " loss " and
" expense " is only in order to give an apparent justification
for the monthly payment. Probably this was not the only
formula used by the Caursines. Grosstesto is represented as
lamenting on his deathbed over these extortions of "the
merchants and exchangers of our lord the pope:" they force
a man, he says, who borrows a hundred marks from them
promising to pay a hundred pounds at the end of the year,
to sign an acknowledgment that he has received a hundred
pounds; and they are harder than tho Jews, for if, after a
short time, the borrower offers to repay, they will not take
loss than a hundred pounds, while the Jews would only ask
for the interest on a hundred marks for the time the bor-
rower has actually kept the money.18*

Just as the pressure of need led prelates and religious
communities, themselves perfectly aware of the prohibition
of usury, to borrow money from usurers, so there can be
little doubt that some of the popes, engaged at this time in
their struggle with the Emperor Frederick II., and anxious
for all the aid the Caursine merchants could give them in
raising money, were disposed to protect them however near